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MOTTO 
 
 Life is thank and apology. (Vk) 
 Don’t regret anything, because every little details of your life is what make 
you into who you are in the end. (an artist) 
 The less we look with our eyes, the more we will see with our hearts. 
(Lyndsey Albrecht) 
 Berusaha untuk berjaya, bersyukur dengan apa yang ada, jangan pernah 
takut akan kegagalan. (Mb Rusty) 
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SUMMARY 
VIKA CHOSNUL CHOTIMAH. A 320 080 231. DISILLUSION OF 
MARITAL LIFE IN GUSTAVE FLAUBERT’S MADAME BOVARY 
NOVEL: A PSYCHOANALYTIC APPROACH. 
MUHAMMADIYAH UNIVERSITY OF SURAKARTA. 
RESEARCH PAPER. 2012. 
This research paper elaborates the portraits of disillusion of marital 
life in Gustave Flaubert’s Madame Bovary novel, that are analyzed through 
psychoanalytic approach. The objectives of the research are to analyze the 
structural elements of the novel and to analyze the novel based on 
psychoanalytic approach by identifying the relationship between the novel 
and the personality of the major character of the novel. 
This research belongs to a qualitative research. The data of the 
research is the text of a novel entitled Madame Bovary. Whereas the data source 
comes from both primary data source which is in the form of the text of the 
novel being researched and secondary data source such as biography of the 
author, websites and other sources about the novel, the approach and 
the personality of the major character that support the analysis. The 
method to analyze the data is descriptive analysis. 
Having analyzed the novel, the researcher comes to the conclusions as 
follows: the disillusion of Emma Bovary is caused by her unfulfilled need. 
The basic needs of Emma Bovary is actually a careness of her husband. It 
shows when Emma Bovary needs something but her husband does not 
comprehend her. She uses many reactions to reduce her disillusion. Those are 
repression, denial, fantasy, and reaction formation. 
Consultant I Consultant II 
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NIK. 772 NIK. 948 
School of Teacher Training and Education 
Dean, 
Drs. H. Sofyan Anif, M.Si.  
NIK. 547 
xi 
 
TABLE OF CONTENT 
TITLE  ..................................................................................................... i 
APPROVAL   .......................................................................................... ii 
ACCEPTANCE  ..................................................................................... iii 
TESTIMONY  ......................................................................................... iv 
MOTTO ..................................................................................................  v 
DEDICATION ........................................................................................ vi 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT  ..................................................................... vii 
SUMMARY  ........................................................................................... x 
TABLE OF CONTENT  ......................................................................... xi 
CHAPTER I INTRODUCTION  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   1  
A. Background of the Study ............................................................  1 
B. Literature Review  ..................................................................  10 
C. Problem Statement .................................................................  16  
D. Objectives of the Study ..............................................................  16  
E. Limitation of the study .............................................................. 17  
F. Benefits of the Study ..............................................................  17 
1. Theoretical Benefit ..........................................................  17 
 
2. Practical Benefit ..............................................................  17 
G. Notion of Disillusion and Marital Life ......................................  17  
H. Theoretical Approach ..................................................................  19 
1. Psychoanalysis ......................................................................  19 
 
a. Notion of Psychoanalysis ...............................................  19 
 
b. System of Personality .....................................................  19 
 
1. Id ................................................................................  19 
 
2. Ego ............................................................................  21 
 
3. Superego ....................................................................  22 
xii 
 
 
c. Frustration .......................................................................  23 
 
d. Ego Defense Mechanism ................................................  25 
 
1. Repression .................................................................  26 
 
2. Denial ........................................................................  26 
 
3. Fantasy ......................................................................  26 
 
4. Identification .............................................................  27 
 
5. Regression  ..........................................................  27 
 
6. Reaction Formation ...................................................  28 
 
7. Sublimation  ..............................................................  28 
 
8. Projection  .................................................................  28 
 
9. Rationalization  ......................................................  29 
 
10. Suppresion  ................................................................  29 
 
11. Undoing  ....................................................................  29 
I. Structural Element of The Novel  .................................................  30 
1. Character ....................................................................................  30 
 
a. Major Character ................................................................  30 
 
b. Minor Character ................................................................  31 
 
2.Setting .........................................................................................  31 
 
3. Plot .............................................................................................  31 
 
4. Point of View .............................................................................  32 
 
a. First Person Point of View ................................................  32 
 
b. Third Person Point of View ..............................................  32 
 
5.Style ............................................................................................  32 
 
1. Diction ...........................................................................  33 
 
2. Grammatical Structure ..................................................  33 
 
3. Rhetoric .........................................................................  33 
xiii 
 
 
6. Theme ........................................................................................  33 
J. Theoretical Application ................................................................  33 
K. Research Method .........................................................................  34 
1. Type of Study ..........................................................................  34 
 
2. Type of The Data and Data Source .........................................  34 
 
a. Primary Data Source ....................................................  34 
 
b. Secondary Data Source ................................................  34 
 
3. Technique of the Data Collection ...........................................  34 
 
4. Technique of the Data Analysis ..............................................  35 
L. Paper Organization ......................................................................  35 
  
CHAPTER II UNDERLYING THEORY ...................................  3 6  
A. Notion of Psychoanalytic ........................................................   36 
B. Systems of Personality .........................................................  36 
a. The Id ........................................................................    37 
 
b. The Ego .....................................................................     38 
 
c. The Superego .............................................................       39 
C. Frustration ....................................................................  41 
D. Ego Defense Mechanism  .....................................................  43 
1. Repression .......................................................  43 
2. Denial   ...........................................................................  44 
3. Fantasy ........................................................................  44 
4. Identification ........................................................  45 
5. Regression .......................................................  45 
6. Reaction formation ....................................................   45 
7. Sublimation ......................................................   46 
8. Projection ........................................................  46 
9. Rationalization  .....................................................  47 
10. Suppression ....................................................................   47 
xiv 
 
11. Undoing  ........................................................................   47 
E. Theoretical Application  .........................................................   47 
 
CHAPTER III STRUCTURAL ANALYSIS ................................   49 
A. Structural Elements of the Novel ................................................   49 
1. Characters and Characterization ............................................   49 
a. Major Character ..............................................................  49 
 
b. Minor Character ..............................................................  54 
2. Setting .....................................................................................   61 
a. Setting of Place .......................................................  61 
b. Setting of Time  ...................................................  62 
3. Plot ..........................................................................................   63 
a. Exposition .......................................................  64 
b. Complication .. . . .. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . .    64 
c. Climax .........................................................................  64 
d. Resolution ...........................................................  65 
4. Point of view .......................................................................  66 
5. Style  .......................................................................   67 
a. Diction .......................................................................   67 
b. Grammatical Structure ..............................................   67 
c. Rhetoric .....................................................................   68 
  
6. Theme  ....................................................................................   69 
B. Discussion ...................................................................................   69 
CHAPTER IV PSYCHOANALYTIC ANALYSIS ......................   72 
A. The Structure of Emma Bovary’s Personality ................................  72 
1. The Id ...............................................................................   73 
2. The Superego ........................................................................   76 
3. The Ego .. . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . .    78 
xv 
 
B. The Disillusion of Marital Life of Emma Bovary ........................... 81 
C. Ego Defense Mechanism Reflected by Emma Bovary .  84 
1. Repression ............................................................  85 
2. Denial...............................................................................   86 
3. Fantasy .............................................................................   87 
4. Reaction Formation .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    88 
D. The Discussion  ........................................................................  89 
CHAPTER V CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION ...................   93 
A. Conclusion ..................................................................................   93 
B. Suggestion  ................................................................  95 
 
BIBLIOGRAPHY 
APPENDIX
